
From: Vankeerbergen, Bernadette
To: Brintlinger, Angela
Cc: Aski, Janice; Hogle, Danielle N.
Subject: RE: Russian 3530
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 5:02:00 PM
Attachments: Comparative Studies CS S1.docx

German 2250_GE_Rationale_Oct 29 2014.pdf

Dear Angela,
 
I have submitted the revision for Russian 3530 to Janice Aski. Janice is approving the course as it is a
 fantastic course (so we will advance the course to OAA). However, she asks me to provide additional
 guidance about the GE assessment plan because the one submitted is not likely to lead to the type
 of GE assessment report that the Assessment Panel will want.
 
The main thing is to bear in mind that when the course is taught GE data needs to be provided
 separately for each GE expected learning outcome (ELO). (See Appendix 7 of the ASC Curriculum
 and Assessment Operations Manual [p. 88]
 http://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf .) Indeed, OAA asks that each
 ELO be assessed individually. Russian 3530 as a whole (including its assignments) clearly pertains to
 the realm of “culture” and the realm of “ideas,” but the question to ask is whether the direct and
 indirect measures used for GE assessment of the ELOs indeed directly or indirectly speak to the
 individual ELOs?
 
Based on that, here are some points that I hope will be helpful:
 

·         The two midterm and final exam questions provided do indeed pertain to cultural
 phenomena, but how do they pertain to each ELO? Does example #1 tie to ELO#1 and
 example #2 tie to ELO#2? Or do both of them exemplify how ELO#1 will be assessed? In that
 case, how will ELO#2 be assessed? In some of the wording used in the paragraph (e.g.,
 “more than 75% of students are not mastering basic knowledge at midterm”), the reader is
 under the impression that what is being assessed here is acquisition of knowledge by the
 students rather than the success of the course at fulfilling the ELOs of the GE Cultures and
 Ideas category.
 

·         This impression is reinforced when the reader gets to the indirect measures. The document
 states that opinion surveys and self-evaluations will be used:

o   “about 5 weeks into the class we will do an “opinion survey” to determine how
 well students are understanding and progressing toward the course objectives

o   near the end of the term, students will evaluate the “gap” in their skill sets on a
 self-evaluation: reading skills, analytical skills, research skills, ethnographic
 skills, writing skills”

 

These indirect assessment tools seem to address the goals of this particular course
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Comparative Studies’ Assessment Report for General Education Courses 

Cultures and Ideas Cycle

  



I. Summary of the assessment plan and report 



Three Comparative Studies courses were identified as part of this assessment reporting mandate: 2367.08, 2341, and 2370. All of these courses carry the Cultures and Ideas GE, and each course identified carries with it at least one other GE as well. In order to comply with this requested report, the department worked with instructors to develop pre- and post- questionnaires issued to students at the beginning and end of the term with questions relevant to each of the GE ELOs offered by the specific course. These were then evaluated by the individual instructor of the section and tabulated for evaluation of the course across sections. 2341 and 2370 also administered ELO- targeted questions embedded in exams. As indirect measure, each courses’ GE ELOs were evaluated by the students enrolled in Spring 2014 sections. Students were asked to evaluate the degree to which sections provided opportunities to meet ELOS. These assessment measures, along with faculty reflection on the class and the assessment process, produced some quantitative and qualitative data reviewed by the department. While most information confirmed that our courses excel at teaching the GE ELOs listed for each course, and some information will be used to alter teaching practices and provide guidance to subsequent instructors, the most pressing need identified was further revision of the assessment instruments and procedures themselves. 



II.  COMPARATIVE STUDIES 2341  

a. Brief description of the course(s) included in the report



[bookmark: _GoBack]This class is an introduction to the social, cultural, and ethical questions raised by contemporary science and technology, and explores how cultural approaches can help us respond to the challenges of technological and social change. By focusing on key case-studies at the intersection of technology, society, and politics, including issues surrounding climate change and energy consumption, genetically-modified organisms, and genomic science, we will examine the cultural impact of technological change, and how cultural norms and values affect technological development. We will further explore how law and politics define and shape the technologically and scientifically possible, through the definition of property rights, national political framings of the desirability of technological intervention in medicine and nature, and social mobilizations which directly produce new knowledge in contested scientific fields.  Finally, we will examine the intersection of technology and selfhood in Western contexts, especially inquiring into the impact of digital communications and social media on our personal and political lives.  We will ask, and aim to answer, questions such as: Why do scientific and technological solutions to social problems have so much power in our own society? How useful is scientific knowledge?  When and how can we draw the line between the technically possible and the socially desirable? What needs are fulfilled by technology, and what hopes and desires does it serve? GE cultures and ideas and diversity global studies course.



b. Summary of assessment data collected for each GE Expected Learning Outcome (ELO) the course should achieve.  






DIRECT MEASURES

Pre and Post Questionnaires

Culture and Ideas 

ELO1: Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression.

Q1: Identify two or more concepts that describe a relationship between culture and science.


		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Beginning

		9

		10

		22

		44

		85



		End

		41

		6

		12

		8

		67







ELO2: Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.   

Q2) Does technology drive history? In what direction? 



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Beginning

		9

		14

		27

		35

		85



		End

		46

		9

		5

		7

		67







Global Diversity

DivGS1: Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical aspects of one or more of the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S.  


Q3) Is science and/or technology different in other countries, and why or why not?


		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Beginning

		14

		13

		1

		57

		85



		End

		44

		10

		2

		11

		67









DivGS2: Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as global citizens. 

Q4) What is human variation, and what concepts can we use to describe it?


		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Beginning

		4

		10

		10

		61

		85



		End

		41

		6

		13

		7

		67







*Embedded exam question data not reported. 



INDIRECT MEASURES

Cultures and Ideas  ELO1.   Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression.

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		35

		28

		2

		0

		65









Cultures and Ideas  ELO2.   Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		29

		34

		3

		0

		66









DivGS1.    Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical aspects of one or more of the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S.   

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		22

		37

		6

		0

		65









DivGS2.     Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as global citizens. 

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		19

		36

		10

		0

		65









c. How the evidence was communicated and shared (e.g., with faculty, students, advisors)



Report will be shared via email to all faculty, relevant instructors, and advisors. Past reports will be stored via a shared electronic filing system (Box) for future reference. Tabulated data and collected reflections remain on file in the department for future study.



d. Actions taken based on the evidence to improve student learning and achievement of GE ELOs



The most frequent instructor for this course (who taught it this Spring) is reflecting on this material in order to create a guide for future instructors. This guide will include elements to include on the syllabus, a description as to how the course fits into the curriculum overall, a reflection on the demographics and common expectations of students who usually enroll in the course, and a list of best practices in creating opportunities for students to engage with GE ELOs. It will also include a record of the assessment tools used and a discussion regarding their strengths and weaknesses. 



e. Next steps planned in GE course assessment and/or course improvement to help meet GE ELOs 



It is currently unclear whether there are any substantive problems with student learning in this course as it relates to GEs. Creating better assessment tools to be practiced and tested in upcoming terms is our first step toward improvement. Some attention will be paid to the ways in which students perceive what they are learning as well. 





II. COMPARATIVE STUDIES 2367.08



a. Brief description of the course(s) included in the report 



American culture viewed from inside and from the perspective of foreign cultures, as seen in literature, film, art, music, journalism, folklore, and popular culture. GE Writing and Communication: Level 2 and Cultures and Ideas and Diversity: Social Diversity in the US. Honors version available.



b. Summary of assessment data collected for each GE Expected Learning Outcome (ELO) the course should achieve.  





DIRECT MEASURES

Pre and Post Questionnaires



GE: Cultures and Ideas 

Q2: A lot of people think of novels, art, movies, and other forms of culture as “entertainment” – a way to kick back and “escape” reality (or the pressures of daily life). Do you agree or disagree and why?

ELO1: Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression. 


		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Start of Term

		3

		27

		67

		66

		163



		End of Term

		24

		47

		30

		26

		127







ELO2: Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 


		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Start of Term

		4

		24

		67

		68

		163



		End of Term

		26

		48

		28

		25

		127






GE: Diversity: Global Studies 

Q1: America has often been described as a “great melting pot”. Do you think this a useful and accurate way to describe America?



ELO1: Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical aspects of one or more of the world’s nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S. 



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Start of Term

		9

		33

		63

		58

		163



		End of Term

		49

		42

		25

		11

		127







ELO2: Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as global citizens. 



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Start of Term

		9

		29

		64

		61

		163



		End of Term

		48

		42

		27

		10

		127









GE: Writing and Communications Level 2 


ELO1: Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students demonstrate the ability to read carefully and express ideas effectively. 



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Start of Term

		11

		39

		83

		30

		163



		End of Term

		42

		56

		25

		4

		127







ELO2: Students apply written, oral, and visual communication skills and conventions of academic discourse to the challenges of a specific discipline. 



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Start of Term

		9

		40

		75

		39

		163



		End of Term

		38

		61

		24

		4

		127







ELO3: Students access and use information critically and analytically. 



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor

		Total



		Start of Term

		10

		39

		73

		41

		163



		End of Term

		38

		57

		28

		4

		127







* Some sections did not report


INDIRECT MEASURES

Cultures and Ideas ELO1.   Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How?

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly  Disagree

		Total



		94

		37

		4

		0

		135







Cultures and Ideas  ELO2.   Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		86

		45

		3

		0

		134







Writing & Comm. 2 ELO1.   Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students demonstrate the ability to read carefully and express ideas effectively. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		96

		34

		5

		0

		135







Writing & Comm. 2 ELO2.    Students apply written, oral, and visual communication skills and conventions of academic discourse to the challenges of a specific discipline. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		92

		39

		2

		1

		134







Writing & Comm. 2 ELO3.    Students access and use information critically and analytically. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		59

		27

		4

		0

		90






SocDivUS1.   Students describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race, gender and sexuality, disability, class, ethnicity, and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States   This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		63

		22

		3

		0

		88







SocDivUS 2.     Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strongly Disagree

		Total



		65

		19

		4

		0

		88











c. How the evidence was communicated and shared (e.g., with faculty, students, advisors)



Report will be shared via email to all faculty, relevant instructors, and advisors. Past reports will be stored via a shared electronic filing system (Box) for future reference. Tabulated data and collected reflections remain on file in the department for future study.



d. Actions taken based on the evidence to improve student learning and achievement of GE ELOs



Several instructors taught this course in Spring, and each had varying opinions as to the effectiveness of this assessment tool as well as varying ideas about if and how the class should be restructured to better meet GE goals. Some used at as an instructional tool within the class, others did not. The department anticipated that the varied syllabi and instructor personalities would yield varying strengths and weaknesses for each course, but were pleased to see evidence of overall success. Reflections from instructors of the various sections have been collected via two meetings, in emails, and in a required discursive reflection submitted with the quantitative direct measure data. A lead faculty member has been appointed to review all this material in order to create a guide for future instructors. This guide will include elements to include on the syllabus, a description as to how the course fits into the curriculum overall, a reflection on the demographics and common expectations of students who usually enroll in the course, and a list of best practices in creating opportunities for students to engage with GE ELOs. It will also include a record of the assessment tools used and a discussion regarding their strengths and weaknesses. The faculty member has been charged to take steps to revise and test assessment tools in his classes and the classes of other faculty, lecturers, and GTAs in subsequent terms.



e. Next steps planned in GE course assessment and/or course improvement to help meet GE ELOs 


Creating better assessment tools to be practiced and tested in upcoming terms is our first step toward improvement. In addition, instructor workshops on the teaching of writing led by Writing Across the Curriculum consultants will be offered each year to improve the outcomes for second-level writing GE ELOs. As this course is most commonly taught by graduate students, a full day of programming funded by a UCAT “Bringing it Home” grant will focus on creating productive atmospheres for learning about Cultures and Ideas as well as approaching Diversity issues productively in order that graduate students are more fully prepared to each content related to these GEs. This workshop will take place before the start of Fall term. 





II.        Comparative Studies 2370

a. Brief description of the course(s) included in the report



This course is intended to provide a general introduction to the comparative study of religions. It is structured around three fundamental questions: (1) what is (and isn’t) a religion?  (2) what are the major similarities and differences among the world’s religions?  (3) what is religious pluralism, and what are some of the challenges that pluralism poses for thinking about religion’s place in the world today?

We will begin by orienting ourselves to the academic study of religions. We will continue by surveying a range of religious traditions, including Native American religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Finally, we will try to make sense of the contemporary religious landscape by examining some new religious movements, as well as the rise of religious “nones” and the “spiritual but not religious.” The class is open to all students; no prior knowledge is assumed. It fulfills GE requirements in Cultures and Ideas and Diversity: Global Studies.


b. Summary of assessment data collected for each GE Expected Learning Outcome (ELO) the course should achieve.  



DIRECT MEASURES

Pre and Post Questionnaires



Cultures and Ideas
 ELO1: Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression. 

1) What are some different approaches that help you analyze, interpret, and critique religious traditions?  Try to offer a specific example.


		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor



		Start of Term

		3%

		27%

		49%

		20%



		End of Term

		39%

		44%

		17%

		0%






ELO2: Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.

2) Describe a specific example of how ideas have influenced the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and/or the norms that guide human behavior.



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor



		Start of Term

		0%

		36%

		34%

		31%



		End of Term

		24%

		37%

		17%

		22%






Diversity: Global Studies 
DivGS1: Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical aspects of one or more of the world’s nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S.

3) What are some of the different aspects that distinguish one religion from another?



		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor



		Start of Term

		2%

		41%

		44%

		14%



		End of Term

		41%

		41%

		15%

		2%







DivGS2: Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as global citizens.

4) What role does diversity play in shaping your own attitudes and values as global citizens?


		

		Excellent

		Good

		Fair

		Poor



		Start of Term

		2%

		34%

		54%

		10%



		End of Term

		56%

		37%

		7%

		0%









INDIRECT MEASURES

Cultures and Ideas ELO1.   Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How?

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strong Disagree

		Total



		23

		2

		0

		0

		25







Cultures and Ideas ELO2.   Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strong Disagree

		Total



		21

		4

		0

		0

		25







DivGS1.    Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical aspects of one or more of the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S.   This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 

		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strong Disagree

		Total



		20

		5

		0

		0

		25







DivGS2.     Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as global citizens. This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.   Strongly Agree – Agree – Disagree – Strongly Disagree
How? 



		Strongly Agree

		Agree

		Disagree

		Strong Disagree

		Total



		20

		5

		0

		0

		25







*An error in evaluation administration caused a lower sample size than anticipated. They were, however, distributed randomly amongst students. 





c. How the evidence was communicated and shared (e.g., with faculty, students, advisors)



Report will be shared via email to all faculty, relevant instructors, and advisors. Past reports will be stored via a shared electronic filing system (Box) for future reference. Tabulated data and collected reflections remain on file in the department for future study.



d. Actions taken based on the evidence to improve student learning and achievement of GE ELOs



A frequent instructor for this course (who taught it this Spring) in collaboration with other regular instructors is reflecting on this material in order to create a guide for future instructors. This guide will include elements required on the syllabus, a description as to how the course fits into the curriculum overall, a reflection on the demographics and common expectations of students who usually enroll in the course, and a list of best practices in creating opportunities for students to engage with GE ELOs. It will also include a record of the assessment tools and procedures used and a discussion regarding their strengths and weaknesses for use by subsequent instructors who will refine assessment practices in subsequent terms. 





e. Next steps planned in GE course assessment and/or course improvement to help meet GE ELOs 



Cultures and Ideas ELO 2 has been identified for attention. Otherwise the GE ELOs associated with this course are being met well. Creating better assessment tools to be practiced and tested in upcoming terms will also be a focus for our ongoing improvement. 






German 2250 BERLIN: Stories, Languages, and Ideas (GE) 


GE Rationale for Literature: 
 
a) How do the course objectives address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
The course work and the assigned texts, as well as class discussions help students to 
practice critical analysis and interpretation of significant German literary works, in their 
respective historical contexts. In addition, through regular evaluation and contrast and 
comparison of the ideas and human beliefs expressed in the materials students develop an 
appreciation of social values of German and Berlin cultures and their own. 
 
b) How do the readings assigned address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
The selected primary sources (literary texts including essay and drama; film; and other 
media) and the active engagement with the materials will help students to learn about 
Berlin’s social, cultural, and political developments and its citizens’ experiences and beliefs, 
through the simultaneous development of skills in textual and aesthetic analysis and 
interpretation.  
 
c) How do the topics address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
The topics in this course represent significant literary and cultural, intellectual, 
philosophical, social, and political chapters of the city’s history.  Students learn about and 
analyze the stories told by its citizens, who express their experiences in and reflections on a 
particular literary, political, social, and historical time period.  
 
d) How do the written assignments address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
The assigned written work consists of: (a) a series of content and reflective questions that 
guide students’ engagement with the assigned literary and audiovisual texts; (b) an 
analysis or interpretation of a section of a literary text; (c) a brief summary of one of the 
assigned texts, and (d) partner work involving composing and recording a fictional 
dialogue between two or more of the characters in the readings. Together, these 
assignments require that students both analyze, interpret, and critique texts from their 
own positions and engage with the perspectives and values of Berlin’s citizens, past and 
present. 
 
e) How does the course aim to sharpen students’ response, judgment, and evaluation skills? 
 
The regular in-class group discussions, short written course work and in-class 
presentations, will help students to sharpen their response, judgment, and evaluation skills. 
Ongoing student and instructor feedback in these areas will guide this development. 
 
 







 
GE Rationale for Diversity: Global Studies 
 
a) How do the course objectives address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
In their encounter with a selection of literary and essayistic texts, film, theater, and other 
audiovisual media on Berlin and its history and society, students gain knowledge of the 
city’s rich history, culture, society, and politics; evaluate and appreciate the diversity found 
in Berlin’s stories and history.  
 
b) How do the readings assigned address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
Class lectures and the two secondary sources, Berlin – The Biography of a City and A Concise 
History of Germany, provide students with the background knowledge they need to 
critically engage with the primary sources.  The primary sources include literary and 
essayistic texts, manuscripts, speeches, biographies, poetry, drama, art, and film, which 
provide examples of the cultures and ideas of Berlin and its citizens throughout its  history. 
 
c) How do the topics address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
Topics and materials are selected to expose students to major forms of German culture, 
thought, and expression. The materials represent significant historical and cultural 
developments in the city and its society, and discussions will link them to the important 
aesthetic, philosophical, political, and scientific ideas that took shape there.  
 
d) How do the written assignments address the GE category expected learning outcomes? 
 
The regular written assignments in this course provide students with opportunities to 
analyze, interpret, and reflect upon German culture, thought, and beliefs and the 
relationships between them. 
 
 
 







German 2250 BERLIN: Stories, Languages, and Ideas (GE) 
GE Assessment Plan for Literature: 
 
General Goals: 
Students evaluate significant texts in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and historical 
response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; and critical listening, reading, 
seeing, thinking, and writing. 
 
Expected Learning 
Outcomes 


Direct Methods: direct 
assessment of student 
performance through  
content and reflective 
questions; evaluation 
of homework 
assignments; 
evaluation of daily class 
discussion 
participation and 
presentations; 
evaluation of questions 
on quizzes and exams 


Indirect Methods: assess 
student knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, learning 
experiences, and 
perceptions through student 
formal and informal surveys 
about instruction, course 
materials and activities; 
focus group for  students 
feedback regarding 
instruction and program; 
student self-learning-
reflection and evaluation 


 
1. Students analyze, 
interpret, and critique 
significant literary works  


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 
1. midterm exam: 
How does Alexander 
von Humboldt 
represent the natives in 
chapter 1.6 of his 
famous and influential 
travel account 
Personal Narrative of 
Travels to the 
Equinoctial Regions of 
America (1799-1804), 
entitled “Mountains of 
New Andalucia, Valley 
of the Cumanacoa, 


 
Daily informal in-class 
discussions; student self-
evaluation1 


                                                        
1 Students will be asked to complete a self-evaluation that includes questions addressing 
the GE ELOs in this course. See Appendix A. 







Summit of the Cocollar, 
Missions of the Chayma 
Indians,” and how does 
this representation give 
us clues about 
Humboldt’s own values 
and preconceptions? 
 
2. final exam:  
Analyze how in his 
poem “God of the City” 
(1910) Georg Heym 
aesthetically 
represents the 
threatening character 
of the metropolis Berlin 
in the early 20th 
century and how he 
transforms the genre of 
lyric poetry in the 
process.  
 


 
2. Through reading, 
discussing, and writing 
about literature, students 
appraise and evaluate the 
personal and social values 
of their own and other 
cultures. 
 


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 
1. midterm exam 
Compare and contrast 
your own travel 
experiences with 
Humboldt’s travel 
narrative. Focus on 
how you react to what 
seems foreign to you 
and how your reactions 
reflect your own values 
and preconceptions.  
 
2. final exam: 
Compare and contrast 
your own experience of 
Columbus’ or your own 


 
Instructor observations; 
student self-evaluation 







town’s internal borders 
with that portrayed by 
Christa Wolf. Does 
Columbus or your 
hometown have a wall 
or walls?  Who or what 
is responsible for this 
wall/these walls? How 
do you deal with this 
wall/these walls? 
(Note: Students will be 
asked in class to reflect 
on this question, so 
that they will not be 
unprepared.) 
 


 
GE Assessment Plan for Diversity: Global Studies: 
 
General Goals: 
Students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United 
States and across the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled 
citizens. 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes Direct Methods: direct 


assessment of student 
performance through  
content and reflective 
questions; evaluation of 
homework assignments; 
evaluation of daily class 
discussion participation 
and of presentations; 
evaluation of questions 
on exams and quizzes 


Indirect Methods: assess 
student knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, learning 
experiences, and perceptions 
through student formal and 
informal surveys about 
instruction, course materials 
and activities; focus group; 
student self-evaluations 


 
1. Students understand 
some of the political, 
economic, cultural, physical, 
social, and philosophical 
aspects of one or more of 
the world’s nations, peoples 


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 


 
Daily informal in-class 
discussions; student self-
evaluation2 


                                                        
2 Students will be asked to complete a self-evaluation that includes questions addressing 
the GE ELOs in this course. See Appendix A. 







and cultures outside the U.S. 
 
 


1. midterm exam 
Explain the social and 
gender hierarchies of 
Prussia’s late 
eighteenth-century 
society as represented 
in Lessing’s comedy 
“Minna von Barnhelm”? 
 
2. final exam 
Compare and contrast 
the Eastern and 
Western views on the 
Berlin Wall, as reflected 
in Christa Wolf’s novel 
Divided Sky (1963) and 
Peter Schneider’s novel 
Wall Jumper (1982).  
 


 
2. Students recognize the 
role of national and 
international diversity in 
shaping their own attitudes 
and values as global citizens. 
 


 


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 
1. midterm exam 
Explain the obstacles 
faced by Jews living in 
Berlin around 1800, 
using the examples of 
Moses Mendelssohn or 
Salomon Maimon.  Then 
reflect on the obstacles 
faced by a minority 
population or 
populations in 
Columbus or your 
hometown, citing one or 
two specific examples.  
(Note: Students will be 
asked in class to reflect 
on this question, so that 
they will not be 
unprepared.) 


 
Daily informal in-class 
discussions; student self-
evaluation 







 
 
2. final exam 
Explain how being both 
Jewish and gay affected 
the life of Gad Beck as 
well as his view of his 
life, as told in his 
memoir Memoirs of a 
Gay Jew in Nazi Berlin 
(1995). Then reflect on 
how your own cultural, 
political, or economic 
background shapes your 
own experiences and 
how you view and 
evaluate those 
experiences, citing one 
or two specific 
examples.  
 
 


 
 
  







Description of follow-up processes: 
At the end of the course, we analyze the data collected on student achievement and student 
self-evaluation to identify problem areas and evaluate the best ways to make 
improvements and necessary changes to ensure better fulfillment of the GE expected 
learning outcomes.  We will also analyze the student learning Self-Evaluation to examine 
how students evaluated their own learning experience and progress and to determine 
whether student perception meshed with course performance.  Based on students’ input 
and performance, necessary adjustments to the course work and instructional materials 
will be made.  These end-of-semester analyses (including student self-evaluations) will be 
archived digitally.  The results will be discussed with our Undergraduate Studies 
Committee, which handles curriculum matters.  We will also use these data to write a GE 
report when the ASCC Assessment Panel requests it. 
 
 
  







Appendix A: 
 
German 2250 BERLIN: Stories, Languages, and Ideas (GE) 


GE: Literature 
Student Learning-Self-Evaluation 
 
Please select the response that best reflects your experience in this course. 
 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


disagree 
have developed skills that will help me 
to analyze, interpret, and critique 
significant German literary works 
 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 


 
 
 
 


As a result of this course I….. Strongly 
agree 


Agree Disagree Strongly 
diagree 


have developed an understanding of the 
personal and social values of the 
cultures of Germany and Berlin  
 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 


 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


diagree 
have developed skills to evaluate the 
personal and social values of my own 
and German culture. 
 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
German 2250 BERLIN: Stories, Languages, and Ideas (GE) 


GE: Diversity: Global Studies 


Student Learning-Self-Evaluation 
 
Please select the response that best reflects your experience in this course. 
 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


diagree 
understand some of the political, 
economic, cultural, physical, social and 
philosophical aspects of Berlin and 
Germany  


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 
 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


diagree 
recognize how international diversity 
shapes my attitudes and values as a 
global citizen. 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 







 rather than the ELOs of the GE category. A simple indirect way to assess that the
 course is successful at achieving the 2 GE ELOs would be to ask in a survey
 something along the following lines:

o   In this course, I have been given the opportunity to analyze and interpret major
 forms of human thought, culture, and expression. Strongly agree, agree,
 disagree, strongly disagree.

o   In this course, I have evaluated how ideas influence the character of human
 beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.
 Strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree.

 
·         The section on level of student achievement expected also pertains to assessing the

 students’ acquisition of knowledge and skills related to the goals of the course.
 
I am attaching an excerpt of a recent good GE Cultures and Ideas assessment report produced by the
 Department of Comparative Studies for three of their courses. I am also attaching a good GE
 assessment plan for a new German course. That particular course is asking for GE Literature (so
 different from your particular course) but it may prove useful anyway. Hopefully, both documents
 will give you additional guidance on how GE assessment is different from assessment of student
 learning. Please also know that Janice, Steve Fink, or I are more than happy to meet with you if you
 would like—as this is often easier than explaining concepts via e-mail.
 
The Assessment Panel asks that GE assessment be implemented each time the course is offered and
 GE data gathered. After the second offering of the course, the Department will be asked to submit
 an initial report summarizing GE assessment results of those first two offerings (following the
 format of sections I and II of the Assessment Report Requirement in Appendix 7 of the ASC
 Curriculum and Assessment Operations Manual [p. 88]; see link above ).
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Bernadette
 
 
 
 
Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Program Manager, Curriculum and Assessment
Arts and Sciences
The Ohio State University
154D Denney Hall
164 W 17th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
Fax: 614-292-6303
http://asccas.osu.edu
 

http://asccas.osu.edu/


From: Vankeerbergen, Bernadette 
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 3:27 PM
To: Brintlinger, Angela; Peterson, Derek
Cc: Aski, Janice; Heysel, Garett
Subject: Russian 3530
 
Hello Angela and Derek,
 
On September 26, the Arts and Humanities Panel reviewed a new course request for Russian 3530
 (with GE Cultures and Ideas).
 
The course was unanimously approved with one contingency, namely that the GE Assessment Plan
 specifically link each of the 2 GE expected learning outcomes for Cultures and Ideas with the
 proposed direct and indirect measures. What about the examples provided make them specific to
 ELO#1 and ELO#2? The link with the provided indirect measures, in particular, is not clear.
 
I am attaching a sample assessment plan for GE Cultures and Ideas. Appendix A, B, and C (not here
 provided) would detail specific examples for the course.
 
If you have any questions about this feedback, please feel free to contact Janice Aski (Chair of the
 A&H Panel; cc’d on this e-mail), or me.
 
I will return the course via curriculum.osu.edu to enable the Department to address the contingency.
 
My best,
Bernadette
 
Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Program Manager, Curriculum and Assessment
Arts and Sciences
The Ohio State University
154D Denney Hall
164 W 17th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
Fax: 614-292-6303
http://asccas.osu.edu
 

http://asccas.osu.edu/

